
materially abridged in their duration. At the head of this subdivision
stands epilepsy, a'disease which has been long eminent as an opprobrium
of medicine, and for which, it is believed, the healing art has not yet.
devised a cure. The first attacks of epilepsy, especially while there is
any doubt as to the nature of the malady, are usually made the subjects
of active and various treatment. But after the recurring paroxysms have
established the character ofthe disease, if active medical practice is per-
severed in, it is rather to satisfy the anxiety of friends, than the judgment
of the practitioner.
Angina pecloris, appropriately called by Dr. Good, sternalgia, is a

paroxysmal disease, which controls its own movements. The anatomical
character of this disease is not well understood, and I may add, the same
is true of ¡is medical treatment. And in this place it may be proper to
stale, that various incurable lesions of the heart, lungs, brain, and other
viscera, do not apparently destroy life by a regular, undeviating march ;
but that as far as their outwind phenomena afford evidence, they seem to

proceed by alternate fits and pauses, undergoing, in their progress, all
stales, except that of rétrogradation. This is apparently true in regard
to tubercles, ossification, hypertrophy, and some other morbid alterations.
It is also even true in regard to old age itself.
Thirty years ago, we might have added gout to the opprobrious list

under consideration. But as we may now be said to possess the means

of shortening the paroxysms, by the use of certain acrid narcotics, and
as an abstemious life goes far towards lessening the frequency and vio-
lence of the recurrence, we may be justified in withdrawing gout from
the place it would otherwise occupy.
The diseases of mania and melancholy, asthma, when it depends on

emphysema of the lungs, gravel in the kidneys, and the symptoms pro-
duced by ascarides in the rectum, furnish other examples of maladies,
which manifest themselves in unforeseen paroxysms. Cases, which bear
the names of all the above diseases, are undoubtedly relieved, and some-
times even removed by medicine ; but it is equally true, that other cases
are wholly intractable, both as to their recurrence, their duration, and
their susceptibility of much change from medical treatment. And it will
come to the recollection of many practitioners, that they have, in the
course of their lives, believed themselves to have cured these diseases,
when in fact they have only witnessed the spontaneous subsidence of a
paroxysm.

MERCURIAL TREATMENT IN WHITE SWELLING

FROM M. LISFRANC'S LECTURES AT LA PITIE

A new method of internal treatment in white swelling has been proposed
by Dr. O'Beirne of Dublin ; it consists in giving internally calomel in
doses strong enough to bring on salivation in a few days. As soon as

this phenomenon sets in, the pain disappears as it were by magic, the
tumor diminishes, and articulation returns rapidly to its normal state.
These seductive promises were supported by seven cases contained in
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Dr. O'Beirne's memoir, and it therefore became a matter of high im-
portance to determine how far they merited confidence. The number
of patients affected with white swelling, who present themselves at La
Pitié, is sufficiently great ; and since the end of 1834, up to the present
day, we have made a great many experiments on the subject. Let me
remark, in the first place, that we followed exactly M. O'Beirne's for-
mula, which is Calomel gr. xviii. ; Pulv. Opii gr. in. F. vi. pilula; ;
pr. i. omni tri-horâ. The six pills are enough for one day ; they are
repeated next morning, and so on until the salivation is well established.
Whenever the while swelling existed in an acute stage, the pain dis-

appeared with wonderful rapidity, and the tumor underwent at the same

time a remarkable diminution ; so far the assenions of the Dublin surgeon
were fully confirmed. But it was by no means the same when the tu-
mor so treated had been reduced to the chronic stage, or when the pa-
tient, from the beginning of the treatment, presented only the chronic
symptoms.
We have multiplied these experiments at the hospital, and have even

prescribed the mercurial pills in town ; the results were exactly similar
to what has been mentioned. Generally the first pills determine a slight
diarrhoea ; in rare cases vomiting ; but other accidents soon cease, and
especially so when once salivation has set in. In some patients it begins
the first or third day ; but most commonly it requires five or six days,
and, consequently, twenty or thirty pills. In one single case we have
given up to sixty pills without producing salivation ; the patient had just
come out of another hospital, where he had been treated with mercury.
In this case, also, the vomiting, excited by the calomel, persisted for a
long time, and returned at intervals.
How are we to explain the astonishing action of this remedy on while

swelling in the acute stage ? Some persons have latterly recommended
mercury as an antiphlogistic. We know that mercurial frictions on the
affected parts have dissipated erysipelatous inflammations, calmed peri-
tonitis, or even inflammation of the liver. On the oilier hand, the Eng-
lish make great use of mercury internally in most inflammations ; but in
the first place they do not push the mercury in all these cases to saliva-
tion, and the results of the mercurial treatment in syphilis seem to con-
clude against this pretended antiphlogistic property, for it is well esta-
blished that mercury only exasperates the inflammatory period of chancre,
and in general of all inflammatory venereal symptoms.
The question of the properties of mercurial preparations is far from

being settled definitively, and as to the cases which occupy us, we can-
not explain its action by the laws of ordinary revulsion, since neither the

/ diarrhoea nor the vomiting which it sometimes produces has any effect on/ the tumor, while that of salivation is at once so quick and powerful. If
/ we compare this new method with the ancient, we must confess, that in

acute cases it produces immense advantages ; the incessant pains and the
irritability of the tumor, which required often four, six, or even ten

months, to dissipate them, here yield in a few days, and do not return.
The patients are also spared the loss of strength produced by frequent
sanguineous emissions ; finally, the latter frequently fail to relieve the
patient from the pain, which keeps him constantly awake, and hitherto
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the calomel has constantly succeeded. In one of our patients the pain
was intolerable, and resisted every means. Salivation, brought on in a
few days, dissipated it instantaneously, with every other inflammatory
symptom. But when the inflammatory element has been removed, the
action of calomel becomes null, or at least much less than before, and
hence we may see how important it is to distinguish, as we have done,
between the two stages of the disease.—Lancet.

TOBACCO AS AN ANTIDOTE TO CONTAGION
FROM DR. ALLEN'S ESSAY

It has been said, and, indeed, it is a common opinion, that tobacco
operates as an antidote to contagious and infectious diseases. This idea
is gratuitous and fallacious. II in this respect the use of tobacco have
any effect, it must invite rather than prevent those diseases. The natu-
ral tendency of tobacco is to enfeeble and prostrate the vital powers, and
by these means, it must obviously favor an attack of any prevailing epi-
demic, whether contagious or not.
Diemerbrock has usually been quoted as authority for the anti-conta-

gious character of tobacco, because when he attended patients having the
plague, he smoked it ; but it should be observed that he kept constantly
" chewing the seeds of the lesser Cardanum ; a practice, sufficient to
create an almost perpetual habit of spitting, which, I am disposed to

think," says Van Swieten, " was of more service to him than any of the
medicinal powers of the tobacco. I have heard of a very worthy divine,"
continues V. S. "who often attended, and that for a considerable time
together, not as a physician to the body, but of the soul, persons dying of
the plague, without ever taking it himself; and he attributed his immunity
from this dreadful scourge, to the bean, called St. Ignatius's bean, a bit
of which he kept constantly rolling in his month."
The mix vómica and tobacco are analogous in character, and both

deadly narcotic poisons ; to neither of which is there any substantial evi-
dence that the doctor or the priest owed their exemption from disease.
They escaped the pestilence, and so have thousands of others in similar
circumstances, without the use of any antidote.
It is a fact, universally admitted, that oilier causes which enervate the

body facilitate an attack from prevailing ailments. Consequently, if to-
bacco be no worse than other innoxious agents, such as fatigue, anxi-
ety, &c. its use tinder such circumstances is not justifiable. Cullen,
whose opinions I always quote with a kind of reverence, although he
discards the idea that tobacco contains any antidote to any contagion,
or that it has any antidotical powers, admits that " by diminishing the
sensibility of the nervous system, its use may render men less liable to
contagion, by rendering the mind less active and anxious." The anti-
dotical powers of tobacco are placed upon the same footing with those of
wine, brandy and opium. The only tenable ground, then, for the use of
tobacco as an antidote to contagion, is that it stupifies, and by that means
prevents the danger from being discovered. A wise man foresees the
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